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6:00-8:00 PM Reception at the National Hispanic Cultural Center
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8:30-10:00 AM Panel 5: Decreasing Behavioral Health Disparities in   
   Communities of Color 

10:00-10:15 AM Break
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   Health Professional Workforce 

11:45-12:15 PM Closing Remarks 
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Friday, September 6, 2013
Student Union Building Ballrooms A & B

7:30-8:30 AM Breakfast and Registration

8:30-9:30 AM Welcome Ceremony
   Traditional Blessing, Honorable Governor J. Bruce Tafoya, Santa Clara Pueblo
   President Robert Frank, PhD., University of New Mexico 
   Chancellor Paul Roth, M.D., M,S., University of New Mexico, Health Sciences  
   Center
   Gabriel Sanchez, PhD., Interim Director, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  
   Center for Health Policy, University of New Mexico
   Maggie Hart-Stebbins, Bernalillo County Commissioner 

   Welcome Address
   The Honorable Michelle Lujan-Grisham, (NM-1), Honorary Summit Chair

   Opening Remarks
   The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-40), Congressional Hispanic   
   Caucus Health Taskforce Chair 
   The Honorable Rubén Hinojosa (TX-15), Congressional Hispanic Caucus   
   Chair

9:30-10:15 AM Keynote Address 
   Thomas LaVeist, PhD., Director, Hopkins Center for Health Disparities   
   Solutions, William C. and Nancy F. Richardson Professor in Health Policy,   
   Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

10:15-11:45 AM Panel 1: Access to Care 
   Expert panelists will discuss what we know about the understandings of   
   the Affordable Care Act in communities of color across the nation and   
   how we best ensure that all communities are able to utilize the law   
   and access health services effectively.

   Moderator: The Honorable Ben Ray LujÁn (NM-3)

   Panelists:
   Pamelya Herndon, PhD., Executive Director, Southwest Women’s Law   
   Center
   Matt Barreto, PhD., University of Washington, Principle, Latino    
   Decisions 
   Ken Lucero, Director, RWJF Center for Native American Health Policy
   Melanie Herrera Bortz, MPA., Co-Director - Adelante con la Salud: Latino   
   Healthcare Engagement Project

11:45 AM-12:45 PM Lunch

Agenda
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12:45-2:15 PM Panel 2: Women’s Health and the Intersection of Gender,  
   Race and Class 
   Local and national experts will discuss the best approach to improve   
   access to care and the health status of women, with an emphasis on   
   women of color.

   Moderator: The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham (NM-1)
 
   Panelists: 

Nancy López, PhD., Associate Professor of Sociology and Diversity Leadership 
Fellow, University of New Mexico; Director, Institute for the Study of “Race” 
and Social Justice, Robert Wood Johnson Center for Health Policy, University 
of New Mexico
Miriam Yeung, MPA., Executive Director, National Asian Pacific American   
Women’s Forum 
Corine Sanchez, MA., Tewa Women United 
Erin Armstrong, J.D., National Health Law Program 
Eleanor Hinton Hoytt, President & CEO, Black Women’s Health Imperative 

2:15-2:30 PM Break

2:30-4:00 PM  Panel 3: American Indian Health - Perspectives on Health,  
   Health Care and the Role of Governments  

The Health and Human Service’s Department convenes a Secretary’s Tribal 
Advisory Committee (STAC). Members of the STAC will discuss this unique 
government-to-government relationship that Tribes have with the United 
States and how the STAC is working with the Health and Human Services 
Department to address health disparities affecting American Indians. This 
session will provide an opportunity to better understand Native American 
perspectives on health, health care and the Affordable Care Act. 

   Moderator: The Honorable Gloria Negrete McLeod (CA-35)
 
   Panelists: 
   Honorable Lieutenant Governor Jefferson Keel, President, National   
   Congress of  American Indians
   Honorable Councilwoman Cathy Abramson, Chairperson, National Indian  
   Health Board
   Honorable Gary Hayes, Chairman, Secretary’s Tribal Advisory    
   Committee 
   Honorable Rex Lee Jim, Vice President, Navajo Nation

4:00-5:30 PM  Panel 4: Health Care for Immigrant Families: Policy   
   Challenges and Opportunities 

A panel of leading experts will present an overview of the status of access 
to health care for immigrant children and families and discuss the program 
and policy options for immigration and health reforms at the federal, state 
and local levels. 
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   Moderator: Lisa Carcari-Stone, PhD., Robert Wood    
   Johnson Center for Health Policy, University of New   
   Mexico

   Policy Discussant: The Honorable JoaquÍn Castro (TX-20)

   Panelists: 
   Leighton Ku, PhD., M.PH., Professor, Department of Health Policy; Director,  
   Center for Health Policy Research, School of Public Health and Health   
   Services, George Washington University 
   John Capitman, PhD., Executive Director, Central Valley Health Policy   
   Institute, California
   Vickie Ybarra, Doctoral Fellow/PhD Candidate Department of Political   
   Sciences and Robert Wood Johnson Center for Health Policy, University of  
   New Mexico   
   Samantha Sabo, PhD., Director, Transborder Health Initiatives, Mel and Enid  
   Zuckerman College of Public Health, University of Arizona    
   Veronica Garcia, EdD., Executive Director, New Mexico Voices for Children 
   Jamal Martin, PhD., MPH., Clinical Assistant Professor and Lecturer   
   in Family & Community Medicine and Africana Studies, University of New  
   Mexico

5:30 PM  Adjourn for the day

6:00-8:00 PM Reception at the National Hispanic Cultural Center
   Intersection of 4th Street SW and Avenida César Chávez (Bridge Blvd.)
   Hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar
   Sponsored by Bernalillo County

Saturday, September 7, 2013

8:00-8:30 AM Registration

8:30-10:00 AM Panel 5: Decreasing Behavioral Health Disparities in   
   Communities of Color 

This panel will address how we improve behavioral health outcomes for 
members of communities of color, including considerations for improving 
access to behavioral health services for all.  This panel will discuss the role of 
public programs and policies as they relate to child and adult mental health. 

   Moderator: The Honorable Grace Napolitano (CA-32)
 
   Panelists: 
   Nelba Marquez-Greene, LMFT., Mental Health and Relational Wellness   
   Director, Sandy Hook Promise; Mother of 6-yr-old Ana who was killed in  
   the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting
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   Mario Cruz, MD., Associate Professor, Medical Director and Attending   
   Psychiatrist, University of New Mexico Psychiatric Center Outpatient   
   Programs
   Caroline Bonham, MD., Director, Center for Rural and Community    
   Behavioral Health, Department of Psychiatry, University of New Mexico
   Karen Waconda-Lewis, MS., Native Practitioner 
   Luis Garcia, PhD., Vice President of Latino Services,  Pacific Clinics 

10:00-10:15 AM Break

10:15-11:45 AM Panel 6: Creating a more Diverse and Representative   
   Health Professional Workforce 
   Local and national experts will discuss the current landscape of health   
   professionals and how it can be improved to better meet the demand   
   for culturally-appropriate services, be more responsive to all who receive  
   services, better reflect the diversity of those being served, and    
   support improved health equity.

   Moderator: The Honorable Barbara Lee (CA-13) 

   Panelists:
   Gabriel Sanchez, PhD., Interim Director, Robert Wood Johnson Center for  
   Health Policy, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of New   
   Mexico 
   Catherine Dower, JD., Associate Director, Center for the Health Professions,  
   University of California, San Francisco
   Patricia Montoya, MPA., BSN., RN., Project Director, New Mexico Coalition  
   for Healthcare Quality, Aligning Forces for Quality
   Valerie Romero Leggott, MD., Vice Chancellor for Diversity, UNM Health   
   Sciences Center; Associate Dean, UNM School of Medicine, Office of   
   Diversity 
     
11:45 AM-12:15 PM Closing Remarks 
    Congressional Panel to Discuss the Health Equity and Accountability  
    Act

    Moderator: The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard   
    (CA-40)
    Panelists: Members of Congress

Disclaimer:
Any views or opinions presented here are solely those of the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of the University, the RWJF Center for Health Policy at UNM, or any other funding 
agency supporting this event.  We will not accept any liability in respect to any communication of 
said panelists or presenters. No part of these presentations may be reproduced in any form or by 
any means without the prior written permission of the presenter. Any rebroadcast, reproduction, 
or other use of the pictures and accounts of this Summit without express written consent is 

prohibited.
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Members of Congress
The Honorable JoaquÍn Castro | TX-20 

Joaquín Castro was born in San Antonio, Texas. A second generation Mexican 
American, he was raised on the city’s Westside and is a proud product of the public 
school system. Joaquín left San Antonio to graduate with honors from Stanford 
University in 1996 and later attended Harvard Law School where he received his 
Juris Doctorate degree in 2000. In 2012, Joaquín was elected to serve in the U.S 
House of Representatives as a representative of Texas Congressional District 20, 
which covers a large portion of San Antonio and Bexar County. Joaquín serves 
on the House Armed Services Committee, as well as the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. As a Congressman, Joaquín continues to be a tireless advocate for 

those who call San Antonio home. From supporting military families to investing in education, 
Joaquín remains committed to helping mold an Infrastructure of Opportunity for San Antonians 
and Americans around the country.

The Honorable RubÉn Hinojosa | TX-15
Congressman Rubén Hinojosa (D-TX) represents the 15th Congressional District 
of Texas.  Elected in 1996, Congressman Hinojosa is serving his 8th term as a U.S. 
Representative and is regarded as a champion for the disadvantaged and a strong 
advocate for education, housing and economic development. Congressman 
Hinojosa currently serves on two House committees: the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce and the Committee on Financial Services. He was elected in 
November of 2012 as the Chairman of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus for 
the 113th Congress.  On the House Financial Services Committee, Congressman 
Hinojosa is widely recognized as a leader on issues affecting the underserved, 

from banking to housing. Prior to his election, Congressman Hinojosa served twenty years as 
President and Chief Financial Officer of a family-owned food processing company, H&H Foods. He 
is married to Martha Lopez Hinojosa and has one son, Ruben Jr., and four daughters Laura, Iliana, 
Kaitlin and Karén. 

The Honorable Barbara Lee | CA-13
Congresswoman Barbara Lee is a forceful and progressive voice in Congress, 
dedicated to social and economic justice, international peace, and civil and 
human rights.  First elected in 1998, she has aggressively represented the needs 
of the underserved and vulnerable people in her district and throughout the U.S. 
She has earned a reputation as an effective legislator who works in a bipartisan 
manner to achieve results in congressional committees.  The Congresswoman has 
been a strong proponent of safe communities, affordable housing, the homeless, 
low income energy assistance, job training, making health care affordable and 
universal, just immigration policies, the establishment of a living wage, and 

protection of the right of women to make decisions about their reproductive health. She is a former 
chair of the Congressional Black Caucus and the current Congressional Asian Pacific American 
Caucus Health Taskforce Chair. Before being elected to Congress, Congresswoman Lee served in 
the California State Assembly and in the California State Senate.
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The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham | NM-1
Public service comes naturally to Congresswoman Michelle Lujan Grisham, 
a twelfth generation New Mexican who has dedicated her life to serving her 
community, fighting for seniors and improving access to quality health care. 
After law school, Lujan Grisham directed the Lawyer Referral for the Elderly 
Program of the New Mexico State Bar. Lujan Grisham fought to protect seniors 
from scam artists, safeguard them from abuse and neglect, and helped them 
remain in their homes. She was appointed by both Democratic and Republican 
governors to serve as Director of the State Agency on Aging, Cabinet Secretary 
of the Department of Aging & Long-Term Services, and Secretary of Health. She 

also started a small business to oversee New Mexico’s Medical Insurance Pool, providing access to 
health insurance for New Mexicans who were denied coverage. Prior to being elected to represent 
New Mexico’s 1st Congressional District, Lujan Grisham was a Bernalillo County Commissioner.
 
The Honorable Ben Ray LujÁn | NM-3

Congressman Ben Ray Luján is a native New Mexican, born and raised in the 
community of Nambe near Santa Fe.  Serving in his third term in Congress, Luján 
is continuing his efforts to stand up for New Mexico’s families and fight for a 
stronger future for all Americans.  As a member of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, he is a strong advocate for investments in innovation, education, and 
health care that will contribute to stronger families, stronger communities, and 
a stronger economy.  Rep. Luján serves as First Vice Chair of the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus and Co-Vice Chair of the Congressional Native American Caucus.  
He also serves in the House Democratic Leadership as Chief Deputy Whip.  Prior 

to his election to Congress, Rep. Luján served as the Chairman of the New Mexico Public Regulation 
Commission.

The Honorable Gloria Negrete McLeod | CA-35
Congresswoman Gloria Negrete McLeod is proud to represent the communities 
of Bloomington, Chino, Montclair, Ontario, Pomona, and portions of Fontana and 
Rialto in California’s 35th District. Congresswoman Negrete McLeod is a member 
of the historic Committee on Agriculture. The Committee has jurisdiction over 
agriculture, forestry, nutrition, water conservation, bio-terrorism, among other 
issues.  She is also a member of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. This 
Committee reviews veterans’ programs, examines current laws, and reports bills 
and amendments to strengthen existing laws concerning veterans. Gloria and 
her husband Gilbert L. McLeod, a retired police lieutenant, have lived in the 

district for more than 43 years, raising 10 children, 27 grandchildren, and 25 great grandchildren.
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The Honorable Grace F. Napolitano | CA-32
Grace Flores Napolitano was born in Brownsville, Texas. After high school, she 
married and moved with her husband to California where they raised 5 children.  
First elected to Congress in 1998, Rep. Napolitano is currently serving her eighth 
term. Her Los Angeles County-based district covers several cities and communities 
in the San Gabriel Valley and East Los Angeles County areas. Napolitano has 
been a member of the House Committee on Natural Resources since the 106th 
Congress, and is currently the Ranking Member on the Subcommittee on Water 
and Power. She has been a long-time promoter of conservation, water recycling, 
desalination, and groundwater management as solutions to Southern California’s 

water needs. Napolitano co-chairs the bipartisan Congressional Mental Health Caucus, where she 
promotes access to mental health for children and adolescents, improved mental health resources 
for veterans, and increased mental health coverage by insurance providers. The Congresswoman 
is also a member and former Chairwoman of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.

The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard | CA-40
The first Mexican-American woman elected to Congress, Congresswoman 
Lucille Roybal-Allard represents California’s 40th congressional district.  The first 
Latina appointed to the House Appropriations Committee, she serves on two 
subcommittees: Homeland Security, and the Labor, Health and Human Services 
and Education Subcommittee, which oversees federal funding for public schools, 
workforce training, and health care initiatives.  The first woman to chair the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus (CHC), the Congresswoman currently serves 
as the chair of the CHC’s Health Care Task Force. As Task Force Chair, she has 
championed efforts to pass health care reform, with a focus on improving the 

quality and affordability of health services, prioritizing prevention and reducing the escalating 
costs of health care.  The Congresswoman is an original co-author of the DREAM Act and a leader 
in immigration reform policy.  The eldest daughter of the late Honorable Edward R. Roybal and 
Lucille Beserra Roybal, the Congresswoman is married to Edward T. Allard, III.  Together, they have 
four children and seven grandchildren.
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Cathy Abramson, B.S. 
Cathy Abramson (Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians) is the Chairperson 
and Bemidji Area representative of the National Indian Health Board (NIHB). She 
was elected to the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe’s Board of Directors in 1996 representing 
Unit 1 and has continued to serve as a board member since that time. In addition, 
she presently serves as the Treasurer. She also serves on the Tribes traditional 
living and foods program planning committee, and participates in the Sault Ste. 
Marie culture committee, higher education committee, conservation committee, 
and has served as an advisor for the Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa Tribal Youth 

Council. Cathy is actively involved with United Tribes of Michigan and the Midwest Alliance of 
Sovereign Tribes (MAST). She has a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration. Cathy’s 
Spirit Name is Wabanung Quay. She is a member of the Wolf clan. She resides in Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan

Erin Armstrong, J.D.
Erin Armstrong is an attorney at the National Health Law Program (NHeLP) where 
she works to improve access to quality health care for low income and underserved 
individuals. Erin first joined NHeLP as a reproductive justice fellow in 2011. Prior 
to NHeLP, she coordinated a reproductive health grants program at the Society 
of Family Planning, advocated on behalf of communities living with HIV/AIDS 
at the New Mexico Department of Health, and worked to reform punitive drug 
policies. Erin is President Emerita and a current member of the national board of 
directors of Law Students for Reproductive Justice. She is also the recipient of the 
2009 New Mexico Public Health Association Phil Lynch Legislative Award. Erin 

received her law degree from the University of California, Berkeley, and her B.A. in sociology and 
social welfare from the University of New Mexico. 

Matt A. Barreto, PhD. 
Matt A. Barreto is the co-founder of the polling and research firm Latino 
Decisions, and an Associate Professor of Political Science, and adjunct professor 
of Law at the University of Washington.  In 2012 Time Magazine called Latino 
Decisions the “gold-standard in Latino American polling” and Barreto’s research 
was recognized in the 30 Latinos who made the 2012 election by Politic365, 
listed in the Top 100 Global Thinkers of 2012 by the European Politics Magazine 
LDSP, was named one of the 16 leading Latino pundits by Huffington Post which 
said Barreto was “the pollster with his finger on the pulse of the Latino electorate.”  
In 2013, he collaborated with Gabriel Sanchez on two major surveys of Latino 

views towards the Affordable Care Act. Barreto is the author of two academic books, and more 
than forty scholarly research articles and book chapters that examine Latino public opinion, voting 
behavior, and race politics more generally in America. 

Panelists
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Caroline Bonham, MD., MSC.
An alumna of the RWJF Clinical Scholars Program, Dr. Bonham is a psychiatrist 
with a long standing interest in developing programs to increase access to 
behavioral healthcare in underserved communities.  In her current role as the 
Director for Center for Rural and Community Behavioral Health, she oversees 
a 45 member interdisciplinary team focused on addressing health disparities 
in New Mexico through community engaged research, education, and clinical 
initiatives.  Dr. Bonham is the medical director for the UNM Telepsychiatry 
program which, in partnership with the Indian Health Service Behavioral Health 
Center of Excellence, uses telehealth to provide direct clinical care, specialty 

consultation, and training to rural communities across the U.S. She also serves as the consultant to 
the NM Behavioral Health Purchasing collaborative to develop policies and a statewide plan for the 
delivery of behavioral health services in New Mexico.   

Lisa Cacari Stone, Ph.D., M.A., M.S.
Lisa Cacari Stone, Ph.D., M.A., M.S. is Assistant Professor at the Department of 
Family and Community Medicine and Senior Fellow, RWJF Center for Health 
Policy, University of New Mexico. Her research interests encompass the 
macro-level determinants of health and access to health care (e.g. migration, 
immigration policy, political ideologies), to the community level (e.g. social and 
contextual influences of substance use for immigrant women), to the individual 
level (e.g. psychosocial risks factors for hypertension management among 
Latinos). Dr. Cacari has 25 years of public health service and is trusted for her 
work in translating and disseminating data for policy making with governments, 

community-based organizations and foundations. Dr. Cacari Stone completed her doctoral work 
at The Heller School, Brandeis University, post-doctoral research at the Harvard School of Public 
Health and served as a Congressional Health Policy Fellow with the late Senator Edward Kennedy 
under the mentorship of Dr. H. Jack Geiger.

John Capitman, PhD. 
John Capitman is the Executive Director for the Central Valley Health Policy 
Institute and Nickerson Professor of Public Health, College of Health and Human 
Services, California State University, Fresno. Capitman brings an extensive 
background in research on health inequalities, long-term care, substance 
abuse and racial and ethnic disparities in cancer care. Capitman was formerly a 
professor and director of long-term care studies in the Schneider Institute for 
Health Policy at the Heller School for Social Policy and Management at Brandeis 
University. He is a leader of Place Matters: San Joaquin Valley and works with 

diverse community and institutional partners to increase understanding and attention to social 
determinants of racial/ethnic health inequities in central California. Capitman also leads a health 
policy leadership program at Fresno State that engages leaders from throughout the region in 
exploring opportunities to address regional health problems.
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Catherine Dower, J.D. 
Catherine Dower is an Associate Director at the UCSF Center for the Health 
Professions where for close to 20 years she has led health professions’ research 
and policy efforts. At the Center, she directs the national Innovative Workforce 
Models in Health Care project and co-directs the Health Workforce Tracking 
Collaborative, which assesses health care workforce challenges including supply, 
maldistribution, and scopes of practice.  Catherine served on the Committee of 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Initiative on the Future of Nursing at the 
Institute of Medicine; and on the National Commission for Certifying Agencies. 
She is the author of numerous publications, including the 2013 Health Affairs 

issue brief, “Health Gaps”, a summary of health disparities in the US and what can be done about 
them. Catherine received her undergraduate and law degrees from the University of California at 
Berkeley and is licensed to practice law in the State of California.

President Robert G. Frank, PhD. 
Robert G. Frank took office as the 21st President of the University of New Mexico 
on June 1, 2012. The University of New Mexico is the state’s largest institution 
of higher education and its flagship serving over 36,000 students across five 
campuses. 
Dr. Frank previously served as Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic 
Affairs at Kent State University.  He is the former dean of the College of Public 
Health and Health Professions at the University of Florida, where he also served 
as a professor in the Department of Clinical and Health Psychology. During 
his tenure at Florida, the College established the Public Health program and 

reorganized what is now a CEPH-accredited College of Public Health. 
Dr. Frank was a Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy Fellow in 1991-92 and worked with Senator Jeff 
Bingaman (D-New Mexico).   Dr. Frank holds a doctorate in clinical psychology from the University 
of New Mexico.  He is a Diplomate in Clinical Psychology from the American Board of Professional 
Psychology.  Dr. Frank’s scholarship focuses on two areas: psychological adjustment to catastrophic 
injury and health policy.

Luis M. Garcia, Psy.D.
As Vice President of Latino Program Development for Pacific Clinics, Dr. Garcia 
develops culturally competent programs that focus on Latino client and family 
needs. He has helped create a Clinics school-based program addressing suicide 
prevention for Latino children and adolescents, including individual, family and 
group services. Dr. Garcia received a Psy.D. degree from Newport University, a 
B.A. in Psychology from the University of Southern California. He was awarded 
a Ph.D. in Psychology from the University of Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico, and 
a Master’s and Ph.D. in Gestalt Therapy from the Institute of Gestalt Therapy, 
Tijuana, B.C., Mexico. His areas of interest and expertise include socio-cultural 

and psycho-social factors influencing psychopathology, assessment, and interventions for Latinos. 
He is a member of the Latino Behavioral Health Institute, Advisory Board Member to The National 
Hispanic and Latino Addiction Technology Transfer Center Network (ATTC), Co-Chair of the 
California Latino Mental Health Concilio, and N.A.L.E.O. (National Association of Latino Elected/
Appointed Officials Educational Foundation), former member and past Chair of the California 
Mental Health Planning Council. 
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Veronica C. García, Ed.D.
Veronica C. García, Ed.D., served as New Mexico’s first Cabinet Secretary of 
Education. As secretary she advocated for the passage of the state’s Pre-K Act 
and Hispanic Education Act, programs that extend the school year for at-risk 
children, and rigorous academic standards that were recognized nationally. Her 
decades of work within the state’s K-12 education system ranged from teaching 
in the classroom to principal and regional superintendent in the Albuquerque 
Public Schools, and to superintendent of the Santa Fe Public Schools. She also 
served as executive director of New Mexico Coalition of School Administrators. 

She has received numerous awards and recognitions including: the National Governor’s Association 
Award for Excellence in State Government, New Mexico Superintendent of the Year, and the Life 
Time Achievement Award in Education from Hispanic Magazine. She received her Ed.D. from the 
University of New Mexico. Prior to joining New Mexico Voices for Children to serve as executive 
director, Dr. Garcia was President and CEO of Comprehensive Consulting Services, LLC.

Maggie Hart Stebbins
Since her appointment by Governor Bill Richardson, Maggie Hart Stebbins 
won the support of District 3 voters to serve a second four year-term on 
the Bernalillo County Board of Commissioners. As  a lifelong resident of 
Albuquerque and  a Harvard graduate, Maggie brings a wealth of public service 
to the Commission derived from her work with  both the U.S. and New Mexico 
House of Representatives. Maggie is dedicated to the health and well being of 
her constituency. To that end, Maggie is proud to be hosting Bernalillo County’s 
first ever OPIOID summit. Recognizing the vulnerabilities and shortcomings 
of accessible healthcare in her district, Maggie asked local policy makers and 
healthcare professionals to convene and develop true deliverables to curb 

OPIOD abuse and provide equitable access to quality healthcare for all. Maggie is looking forward 
to the next few years as an opportunity to create concrete public health policies that will solidify 
Bernalillo County as a standard-bearer of health and healthcare.

Gary Hayes
Gary Hayes is an enrolled member of Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and currently 
serves as the Chairman.  On 31 December 2005, Gary retired from the United 
States Navy after serving 25 years.  He served on board USS CONSTELLATION, 
USS KITTY HAWK, USS RANGER, USS INDEPENDENCE, Commander, Carrier 
Group ONE and Attack-Fighter Squadron (VFA-151) embarked on the USS 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN.  His tours also included Republic of Philippines, Camp H. 
M. Smith, Hawaii and Sigonella, Italy.  He received numerous personal awards 
and military decorations, and a degree from Hawaii Pacific University.  In January 
2006, he was elected into the Tribal Council and was elected Tribal Chairman 
in October 2010.  He serves on the following committees and organizations:  

Tribal/Interior Budget Council (TIBC), National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), DOJ Tribal 
Nations Leadership Council (TNLC), Albuquerque Area Health Board (AAIHB), HHS Secretary Tribal 
Advisory Committee (STAC), and Native American Rights Fund (NARF).
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Jefferson E. Keel
Jefferson E. Keel serves as the President of the National Congress of American 
Indians (NCAI). President Keel is the 20th President of the organization.  In 
November 2011 at NCAI’s 68th Annual Convention he was unanimously re-
elected to serve a second term as President of the organization. He is currently 
elected to his fourth term as the Lt. Governor of the Chickasaw Nation of 
Oklahoma, and previously served two terms as NCAI’s First Vice-President.

Pamelya Herndon, J.D. 
Pamelya Herndon is the Executive Director of the Southwest Women’s Law 
Center where they use the power of law, research and creative collaborations 
to help build opportunities for girls and women in New Mexico. The Law Center 
advocates for economic security for women who are victims of domestic violence 
and sexual assault, for eliminating discrimination in athletic programs for girls in 
our public schools, and for ensuring that women have access to affordable health 
care. Pamelya has served as a Senior Litigation Attorney for the Internal Revenue 
Service and as a Deputy Cabinet Secretary in New Mexico state government. Ms. 
Herndon is licensed to practice law in Colorado and New Mexico, and as a Certified 

Public Accountant in Texas.  Pamelya sits as second vice chair of the Board of Directors of US New 
Mexico Federal Credit Union.  In 2012, she was selected as New Mexico’s Public Lawyer of the year.

Melanie Herrera Bortz, MPA.
Melanie was born and reared in Colorado’s San Luis Valley.  She has worked 
on a wide range of social justice issues striving to bring about change for 
children, women and families.  Melanie has over 20 years experience in the 
non-profit sector conducting policy analysis, community policy and advocacy 
development, conducting social research, health education and leadership 
development. Melanie is the Principal at MHB Consulting, LLC where she is the 
co-director of Adelante con la Salud: Latino Health Care Engagement Project 
aimed at increasing awareness in the Latino community about ObamaCare. In 
2003, Melanie was honored with the Gloria Steinem Women of Vision Award 

given by the Ms. Foundation for Women for her work in the area of Latina reproductive rights and 
health.  In 2007, she received the Faith and Freedom Award from the Colorado Religious Coalition 
for Reproductive Choice. 

Eleanor Hinton Hoytt
Eleanor Hinton Hoytt, President & CEO of the Black Women’s Health Imperative 
since 2007, has been committed to advancing the core values of health and 
social justice in reducing health inequities and engaging Black women in 
becoming advocates and leaders in the fight for advancing reproductive justice. 
Hinton Hoytt is the co-author of the new book, Health First! The Black Woman’s 
Wellness Guide. Health First!, published by SmileyBooks in February 2012 and 
recipient of the NAACP Image Award in 2013, explores Black women’s most 
critical health challenges, connecting the dots through honest discussions with 
experts and the uncensored stories of real women—from adolescence through 

adulthood. Hinton Hoytt is the recipient of the NAACP Thurgood Marshall Legacy Awards; the first-
ever WOMA award, given by Womanifesting, Inc; and the Keystone Award for Women’s Research 
Advocacy from the NIH Office on Women’s Research.
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Vice-President Rex Lee Jim, M.A. 
Rex Lee Jim, Vice President of the Navajo Nation, is the Kin Lichii’ nii clan, born for 
the Tachii’ nii clan.  His maternal grandfather is the Kin Yaa’ annii clan and his 
paternal grandfather is the Naakaii Dine’ e clan. A poet, playwright, actor, producer, 
author, and educator, Vice President Jim is charged with overseeing education 
and health for the Navajo Nation. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Princeton University and a Master of Arts degree from Middlebury College and 
for many years taught primary to postsecondary level courses, fostered cultural 
and language restoration, and developed innovative curriculum that enhanced 
student learning with technology. He conducts ongoing diplomacy on behalf of 

the Navajo Nation with the United Nations, the Organization of American States, the Carter Center, 
and other international organizations to improve relations between nations states and indigenous 
people.

Leighton Ku, PhD., MPH.
Leighton Ku, PhD., MPH., is a Professor of Health Policy and Director of the Center 
for Health Policy Research at George Washington University.  He is a nationally 
known expert on health policy, including health access for immigrants.  He 
recently completed an analysis of the Senate bill on comprehensive immigration 
reform and has authored many papers on health insurance coverage and access 
for immigrants.  In addition to his academic and research role, he serves on the 
Executive Board which is charged with developing and setting policy for the 
District of Columbia’s Health Insurance Exchange.  Prior to coming to George 
Washington University, he was at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities and 

the Urban Institute. 

THOMAS A. LaVEIST, PhD.
Thomas A. LaVeist, Ph.D. is the William C. and Nancy F. Richardson Professor in 
Health Policy and Director of the Hopkins Center for Health Disparities Solutions 
at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. He received his BA 
from the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Ph.D. in medical sociology from 
the University of Michigan and postdoctoral fellowship in public health at the 
Michigan School of Public Health. He was appointed a fellow at the Brookdale 
Foundation, awarded the “Knowledge Award” from the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services – Office of Minority Health, and the “Innovation 
Award” by the National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities.  Dr. 

LaVeist consults often with federal agencies and healthcare organizations on minority health and 
cultural competency issues and racial disparities in health. His research has been funded by the 
National Institutes of Health, National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities, Center 
for Disease Control, and the Agency for Healthcare Research. Dr. LaVeist has published numerous 
articles in leading scientific journals and authored two books on health disparities
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Nancy López, Ph.D.
Nancy López, Ph.D. is associate professor of sociology at the University 
of New Mexico. She directs the Institute for the Study of “Race” & Social 
Justice, RWJF Center for Health Policy. López’s scholarship, teaching and 
service is guided by the insights of intersectionality and the importance of 
understanding the “racialized-gendered social determinants of health.” Dr. 
López co-edited a volume entitled, “Mapping ‘Race’: Critical Approaches to 
Health Disparities Research” (Rutgers University Press, 2013), which features 
“race” as a multidimensional, multilevel social construction that has profound 
methodological implications for health disparities research and policy. Her 

book Hopeful Girls, Troubled Boys: Race and Gender Disparity in Urban Education (Routledge, 
2003) focuses on Dominicans, West Indians, and Haitians to explain why girls are succeeding at 
higher rates than males. The daughter of Dominican immigrants, Dr. López was born and raised in 
NYC public housing. Spanish is her first language.

Kenneth Lucero
Kenneth Lucero is an enrolled member of the Pueblo of  Zia and is also half Cochiti 
Pueblo. Since 1999, Mr. Lucero has actively served on the Zia Tribal Council and 
has worked as the Assistant Tribal Administrator for the Pueblo. Mr. Lucero serves 
on numerous health-related boards and committees on behalf of Zia and other 
tribes at the tribal, state and national level. His latest appointment is to the U.S. 
Health and Human Service Secretary’s Tribal Advisory Committee, where he was 
elected as chairman of the committee by the national tribal representatives. Mr. 
Lucero is currently employed as the founding director for the RWJF Center for 
Native American Health Policy at UNM. Most recently, Mr. Lucero received his BA 

in Native American Studies from the University of New Mexico, and his research interests include 
decolonizing health policies and institutions that administer health care.

Nelba Marquez-Greene, LMFT
Nelba Marquez-Greene, is the Director of Mental Health and Relational Wellness 
for Sandy Hook Promise. She is a clinical fellow of the American Association of 
Marriage and Family Therapy and has worked in private practice, community 
mental health and academic settings in the U.S. and Canada.  Prior to joining SHP, 
Nelba worked as Coordinator for Klingberg Family Therapy Center’s outpatient 
child and adolescent psychiatric clinic and was an adjunct faculty member at 
Central Connecticut State University. The Greene/Marquez-Greene family had 
only moved to Sandy Hook, CT from Canada four months before the shooting 
that took their beloved daughter’s life.  Ana Grace was 6 years old.  Nelba has 

chosen to commit her life to raising her surviving son who was also in the building the day of the 
shooting and addressing mental health issues through Sandy Hook Promise both at the local and 
national levels. Nelba holds a Bachelor of Music from the Hartt School and a Master of Arts in 
Marriage and Family Therapy from St. Joseph College.
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Jamal Martín, PhD., MPH.
Jamal Martín holds Lecturer and Clinical Faculty positions in Africana Studies, 
and Family & Community Medicine, University of New Mexico. His efforts in 
public health practice and epidemiology concentrates on health equity and social 
determinants of health, as well as, working on diverse panels, boards, and task 
forces within health, human services and education. A scholar-activist for cross-
disciplinary approaches in health policy, Dr. Martín recently completed course 
work in Global Health Law Governance, Georgetown University Law. A former 
U.S. Public Health Service Trainee Scholar, and Attaché, Secretary-General, 
Office of the Secretariat, Asia Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health, he 

still advocates for child survival, health leadership development, and policies for civil and human 
rights as ‘health security’ issues. Before embracing population health and primary care, he provided 
direct respiratory care, clinical laboratory, nursing, and medical services. In 2013, he received the 
‘Lifetime Achievement Faculty of Color Award’ from the Project for New Mexico Graduates of Color.

Patricia Montoya, MPA, BSN, RN
Patricia Montoya, MPA, BSN, RN, is the director for the New Mexico Coalition 
for Healthcare Quality, which leads the RWJF’s Aligning Forces for Quality 
(AF4Q) initiative at HealthInsight New Mexico.  Prior to joining HealthInsight 
New Mexico, Pat held political appointments under President Bill Clinton within 
the US Department of Health and Human Services including Commissioner for 
Children, Youth and Families and Dallas Regional Director.  She was Secretary of 
Health for the State of New Mexico under Governor Bill Richardson. As cabinet 
secretary, Pat led the completion of the State’s first comprehensive health plan 
and improved immunization rates. Over her career Pat has focused on improving 

health outcomes, particularly for vulnerable and underserved populations. She is a graduate of the 
Harvard John F. Kennedy School of Government State Health Leadership Initiative. She has served 
on numerous boards, including currently being on the RWJF Nurse Fellows National Advisory 
Committee. A native New Mexican, she received her BSN and MPA from the University of New 
Mexico.

Valerie Romero-Leggott, M.D. 
Dr. Valerie Romero-Leggott received her B.A. degree at Harvard University of 
Cambridge, MA in 1982. Shortly after she went on to attend the University of 
New Mexico, School of Medicine and received her Medical Degree. Presently Dr. 
Romero-Leggott is Vice President for Diversity at the University of New Mexico 
Health Sciences Center, Associate Dean of the School of Medicine Office of 
Diversity and Associate Professor in the Department of Family and Community 
Medicine. Her office promotes the racial, ethnic, geographic, and socio-economic 
diversity in the Health Sciences Center and develops a variety of opportunities 
to address key issues in diversity. One of her major duties is to provide a forum 

for discussing issues concerning underrepresented and disadvantaged populations.
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PAUL B. ROTH, MD, MS, FACEP
Dr. Paul Roth, Chancellor of the University of New Mexico Health Sciences 
Center and Dean of the School of Medicine is recognized nationally as a leader 
in Emergency Medicine, as an innovator in medical education and as the head 
of UNM Health Sciences Center, one of the leading academic medical centers 
in our nation. Dr. Roth was among the first to form a clinic and coin the phrase 
“Urgent Care” in the country. Dr. Roth founded the UNM Center of Disaster 
Medicine and created the nation’s first civilian Disaster Medical Assistance Team 
(DMAT) in 1984.  Based on his credentials in emergency medicine he led a DMAT 
at ground zero in New York following 9/11.  Dr. Roth is a recognized leader in 

academic medicine.  He was selected as the Chair of the American Association of Medical Colleges 
Council of Deans from 2005-2006. Dr. Roth graduated from George Washington University School 
of Medicine in Washington, D.C. He was the recipient of The George Washington University Award 
for Distinguished Alumni Achievement in 2007.

Corrine Sanchez, MA
Corrine Sanchez, San Ildefonso Pueblo, is Executive Director of Tewa Women 
United, a Native women run and led organization.  Ms. Sanchez is former President 
of the New Mexico Children’s Safehouse Network, former board member of 
the Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Board, former member and Chair of the 
Native American Fund of the Santa Fe Community Foundation, former Vice-
President of the NM Environmental Law Center and former President of the 
Native American Children’s Alliance, a national organization, addressing child 
sexual abuse in Indian Country. Ms. Sanchez is one of sixteen visionary leaders 
across the country selected as the first cohort of the Move to End Violence. Ms. 

Sanchez serves on the National Child Sexual Abuse Working Group for the Office of Victims of 
Crime. Ms. Sanchez is pursuing her PhD in Justice Studies as part of the first Pueblo PhD Cohort 
through the Santa Fe Leadership Institute at Arizona State University.

Gabriel Sanchez, PhD. 
Dr. Gabriel Sanchez is an Associate Professor of Political Science, and Interim 
Executive Director of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Center for Health 
Policy at the University of New Mexico. He is also Director of Research for Latino 
Decisions and the Director of the American Economic Association Summer 
Training Program. Sanchez received his Ph.D in Political Science from the 
University of Arizona. His research explores the relationship between racial/
ethnic identity and political engagement, Latino health policy, and minority 
legislative behavior. His work has been published in a wide range of academic 
journals and he is also a co-author of Hispanics and the U.S. Political System, 

one of the most popular Latino Politics textbooks in colleges today. Sanchez has been the principal 
or co-principal investigator on several large-scale surveys, including the Latino Decisions National 
Poll on Health Care Reform (2009), and the Collaborative Multi-racial Post-election Study (2008). 
Professor Sanchez has provided political commentary to several state, national, and international 
media outlets.
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Karen Waconda-Lewis, MS
Karen Waconda-Lewis is a native from Isleta/Laguna Pueblo.  After initiation, 
she brought the native medicine into an urban American Indian health clinic in 
Albuquerque, NM and continues to expand the program to local hospitals, Indian 
Health Service, VA Hospital and surrounding organizations. She joins Western 
Medicine with Native healing in preventive health, mental health and overall 
well-being.  She the founder and director of the Center for Native American 
Integrative Healing, LLC located in Santa Fe and Albuquerque, NM, where other 

indigenous healers practice their traditional medicine and extends out to the community. She is 
a graduate of Spirit Rock Community Dharma Leader and regularly provides dharma teachings 
with integration of native teachings throughout NM, nationally and Insight Meditation Society-staff 
and teacher training.  She has interconnected the native teachings with Vipassana teachings into 
ceremonies and sweat lodges.  She is co-founder of the Annual Indigenous and Native Healer’s 
Silent Retreats and Albuquerque POC and Allies Sangha.  

Vickie Ybarra, RN, MPH, MA
Vickie Ybarra is currently starting her fourth year as an RWJF Doctoral Fellow in 
Political Science at the University of New Mexico.  Her research interests include 
health policy, the social determinants of health, immigration policy, and Latino 
politics.  She holds previous degrees in Nursing and Public Health from the 
University of Washington.  Prior to returning to school to pursue her doctoral 
degree, Ms. Ybarra worked for 21 years in healthcare as a public health nurse and 
healthcare administrator at a large community/migrant health center in Central 
Washington State serving migrant/seasonal farmworkers. In addition, Ms. Ybarra 
served as Governor Gregoire’s first Chair of the Governor’s Council on Health 

Disparities from 2006 to 2010, and in that role oversaw the development of Washington state’s 
first “State Policy Action Plan to Eliminate Health Disparities” that was delivered to the Governor 
and Legislature in 2010.

Miriam W. Yeung, MPA 
Miriam W. Yeung, Executive Director of the National Asian Pacific American 
Women’s Forum (NAPAWF) guides the country’s only national, multi-issue, 
progressive organization dedicated to social justice and human rights for Asian 
and Pacific Islander women and girls in the US. NAPAWF’s current priorities 
include winning rights for immigrant women, advocating for nail salon workers 
rights and safety, leading community-based participatory research with young 
API women, conducting national API opinion polling and winning reproductive 
justice. Prior to NAPAWF, Miriam was the Director of Public Policy & Government 

Relations where she was responsible for raising over $40 million dollars in capital campaign and 
programming funds over three years. Miriam holds a master’s in public administration from Baruch 
College and a bachelor’s from New York University. Born in Hong Kong and raised in the projects of 
Brooklyn, Miriam is a proud queer Asian-American immigrant woman activist who is committed 
to social-justice movement building and raising her two young daughters to be fearless.
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 The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) Center for Health Policy is a collaborative 
project between the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the University of New Mexico. The 
purpose of the Center is to increase the diversity of those with formal training in the fields of 
economics, political science and sociology who engage in health services and health policy research. 
Particularly, the Center seeks to become a nationally recognized locus for health policy research 
that will support work to inform health policy debates at multiple levels.

 The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Center for Health Policy (RWJF Center) is dedicated 
to increasing the diversity of health policy leaders in the social, behavioral and health sciences 
and nursing. The RWJF Center’s goal is to increase the number of social and health scientists from 
Latino, American Indian and other racial and ethnic communities underrepresented in these fields.
 

For more information about the RWJF Center for Health Policy, please contact us at:
 

RWJF Center for Health Policy
MSC02 1645

1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131

 
Website: healthpolicy.unm.edu

Phone: (505) 277-0130
Fax: (505) 277-0118

E-mail: center@unm.edu

Please visit our website:
http://healthpolicy.unm.edu



About the logo: 
In chaos theory, there is something known as the butterfly effect. The butterfly effect 
says that one small change at one place can result in large differences in a later state. 
This summit is the place for that change to occur. It is also reflective of the Summit 
title and the challenge of striking a balance between policy and practice to create 
justice. A butterfly has tremendous balancing abilities to sit on the most delicate part 
of a flower or plant without damaging it while still accomplishing what it needs to do. 

The overall design, while it includes elements of justice, also depicts health as a 
combination of mind, body, and soul. 

Design: Lia Abeita-Sanchez, 2013 

A special thank you to the following, for all your efforts 
and contributions in making this Summit possible: 

Congresswoman Michelle Lujan Grisham’s Office
The Summit Planning Commitee

The Office of the President, University of New Mexico
The RWJF Center for Health Policy at UNM Staff & Fellows

and all of our generous summit sponsors




